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lists of the town officers, and numerous statistical details. Appended 
to this, which fills rather more than half of the volume, are a compen- 
dious history of Northborough by the Rev. Dr. Allen of that town, which 
was originally a part of Marlborough, very copious and minute gene- 
alogical tables, and a full account of the Marlborough celebration. The 
volume is embellished with portraits of several of the prominent citizens, 
and with some other engravings. 

Marlborough has not been prolific of distinguished men, and has not 
occupied a very conspicuous place in our Colonial or State history, but 
it has always been inhabited by a sturdy and patriotic people, and its 
history well deserves to be written. For many years it was one of the 
frontier towns of the Massachusetts Colony, and during the French and 
Indian wars it suffered severely, especially in King Philip's War, at 
the breaking out of which many of the early settlers removed to places 
of greater security. When the struggle between the mother country 
and the Colonies began, most of the inhabitants arrayed themselves on 
the side of the latter, and as soon as the news of the skirmish at Lex- 
ington was received, three companies of minute-men marched to Cam- 
bridge. A considerable number of persons also served at other places 
during the war, and gave abundant evidence that the martial spirit of 
their ancestors had not died out. At the present time three companies 
principally recruited in Marlborough are in the service of their country 
on the banks of the Potomac. At first the inhabitants were almost 
entirely engaged in agriculture, and the town still holds a high rank as 
an agricultural community ; but within a few years several branches of 
manufacturing industry have been introduced, and have added much to 
the wealth and population of the place. The details of this growth are 
very clearly exhibited by Mr. Hudson. His style is not, indeed, marked 
by much eloquence or felicity of expression, and there is much in his 
volume which is of a purely local interest ; but as a whole it is a 
welcome addition to the long list of town histories published within the 
last thirty years. 

4. — The History and Literature of the Crusades. From the Ger- 
man of Von Sybel. Edited by Ladt Duff Gordon. London : 
Chapman and Hall. 1861. 12mo. pp. viii. and 356. 

Though Heinrich von Sybel is still in the prime of life, he has 
already acquired a considerable reputation as an historical scholar ; 
and Lady Gordon has therefore rendered an acceptable service in edit- 
ing the volume before us, the first of his writings, we believe, which 
has been translated into English. It is divided into two unequal parts, 
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the first containing four lectures on the history of the Crusades, de- 
livered at Munich in 1855, and the second, which forms a portion of 
the Preface to his " History of the First Crusade," comprising a thor- 
oughly German examination of the works of all the principal writers 
on the Crusades, from the first chroniclers down to Michaud and Cape- 
figue. The lectures cover about a hundred and thirty pages, and are 
noticeable for a strong and comprehensive grasp of the subject, rather 
than for minuteness of detail or breadth of research. With a clear 
and just perception of the various relations of his subject, the author 
exhibits the circumstances which gave rise to the Crusades, rehearses 
in a rapid and luminous narrative the principal events in their pro- 
gress, and points out some of the results which flowed from them. 
Without presenting any new views of this memorable period, the lec- 
tures are marked by much power, and may be read with profit. In the 
second part the reader will find the evidence of a much closer study of 
the original sources of information, and a much more exhaustive treat- 
ment of the subject. This part of the volume was written when the 
author was only twenty-four years old, but it is marked by great criti- 
cal acumen, and is an important contribution to the literature of the 
Crusades. The first chapter contains an account of the contemporary 
narratives and documents illustrative of the early events in the Holy 
War. The next two chapters are devoted to a minute discussion of the 
grounds of confidence in the narratives of Albert of Aix and William 
of Tyre, and of the reasons for rejecting some of their statements. 
The last chapter treats of the later historians, and of the relative worth 
of their writings. 

The translation has been well executed, and is worthy of the reputa- 
tion which the editor, a daughter of Mrs. Austin, has acquired by her 
previous versions from the German. 



5. — History of the Four Conquests of England. By James Augus- 
tus St. John. London: Smith, Elder, & Co. 1862. 2 vols. 
8vo. pp. x. and 448, 452. 

This is a work of considerable research and ability ; but it is written 
to advocate a theory, and is strongly colored by the writer's prejudices 
and predilections. Under the influence of a partisan spirit, he depreci- 
ates the character and abilities of Csesar, magnifies the virtues of the 
Anglo-Saxons, paints Harold, the last of the Saxon kings, as a second 
Alexander the Great, abuses William the Conqueror, and describes the 
Norman Conquest as a heavy blow to the progress of civilization. In- 



